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Thanks 'I:O Snow A Dragonfly in Heaven

Every summer when Obon was near, my mother took me to our family graveyard. We cleaned the headstone, placed flowers
from our garden, lit candles and burnt incense. The cool air in early morning, the smell of incense and the chants leaking
from the temple were soothing and tranquil, even for a little child.

They say Obon is the time our ancestors come back to visit us. It’s the time to think about our loved ones who are
deceased. Not only that, August is the month of Memorial Days for Hiroshima, Nagasaki and the anniversary of the War’s
end.

73 years have passed since the last war ended. Most of us don’t even know what wartime is like but we still think of August
as the month of loss and pain. Because of these yearly ceremonies and rituals, August brings feelings of grief and mourning
in peaceful modern-day Japan, while summer is merely bright, sunny and warm with blue sky and ocean for most of the
world.

I want to believe and certainly hope August will always be like that in this country.
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