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gora g Thanks to Snow a Dragonfly in Heaven  +3:0t# Hitomi Doi
L: A :g ® ﬁé Some of you might wonder what the title of this column means. Thanks to snow is the translation of the title of this
S % 7?; ¥ ) B free paper, Yuki Arite. Actually Yuki Arite is a very poetic expression from the book Hokuetsu Sepu written by Suzuki
D F O ’:«'} ok Bokushi about 200 years ago. Then what is a dragonfly in heaven? It’s a Japanese phrase about someone who lives

happy-go-lucky. So the idea is I have a pleasant life here because of snow.

I strongly believe snow makes this area very unique and hence attractive. Everything good is connected with snow
such as: rice, sake, vegetation, kimono and a very distinctive culture and life style.

I fully understand the hardship of winter with so much snowfall. I grew up here. Still, when I think about my childhood,
most of the best memories are connected with the snowy winter and the vibrant spring that such winter brings.

When the book was written, their winter was much harsher. Nevertheless, Suzuki Bokushi wrote “Snow gave birth
to chijimi fabric.” He knew that without snow, the chijimi and thus the World Intangible Cultural Heritage would not
even exist.

How can we be negative about the wellspring of our existence?
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