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7 j— ]\ ?@ # I always think the word bard sounds romantic. A bard travels from town to town, rain or shine, with a musical

WIE instrument, and explores new worlds.

Then I learned about goze. They were blind, female “bards” singing with shamisen instrument and traveled on
foot, rain or shine or heavy snow, everyday, all year round. Being goze was one of a very few means to make a living for
visually-impaired women at that time.

The last goze, Haru Kobayashi died in 2005 at age 105. They say the distance she walked is equivalent with 10 laps
around the Earth. Haru would never agree that her life was romantic. But she and other goze showed us how strong
blind women could live more than a hundred years ago, long before the idea of the welfare for the disabled was born in
this country. That kind of strength is romantic.

The Paralympic Games will be held in Japan next summer. We'll see in real life the strength of many women and
men with disabilities. Our society has grown this far to admire their endeavors. The long footprints of goze women are
leading us to this point. We'll witness goze’s hard work and their accomplishments in those beautifully glowing modern
athletes. We'll pay special attention to the challenged humans in 2020.
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